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Club History

Manchester Rangers have drawn inspiration from Belle Vue 
Rangers. Although originally formed in 1877 as Broughton 
Rangers in Salford, the club moved to Belle Vue in 1933 
and later became Belle Vue Rangers playing out of the Belle 
Vue Stadium. 

in 1935 the Rangers bought Frank Whitcombe from the 
Welsh Rugby Union. he was paid £100 for his services, 
along with two new suits. of his signing fee, £90 was to buy 
him out of the army, leaving him with £10 to start a new 
life with his young family in Fallowfield. Frank was provided 
with a job as a zoo keeper at Belle Vue Zoological gardens. 
At this time, Belle Vue was the premier leisure centre for the 
North West of England!

The war years hit the club hard and due to financial 
hardships, the clubs last season before they folded saw 
them finish next to bottom in the 1954/55 season.

Formed in october 2012, the focus of the club is to achieve 
professional status and develop a robust and realistic Rugby 
league development plan for the city of Manchester.  
 
We have a board of directors that can guide the club to the 
highest level, we have a home capable of sustaining Rugby 
league at all levels of the game and we have started to 
create a network of like-minded organisations that want to 
develop the game alongside Manchester Rangers RlFc.

in addition to our ambitious plans to bring professional 
Rugby league back to Manchester, we have invested 
significant resources into developing community Rugby 
league, developing future talent and creating a strong fan 
base.

Thanks to a partnership with Network Rail and pdF Sports 
ltd, during the first quarter of 2015 we will work with over 
5,000 primary, secondary, college and university students 
throughout Manchester. With support from local businesses, 
partners and funding bodies, we hope to grow this figure 
further over the coming months and years.

roll oF HoNour

Championship 
1901-02

Challenge Cup 
1901-02, 1910-11

lancashire Cup
1906-07, 1920-21

lancashire league
1896-97, 1898-99

runners up 
Challenge Cup  

1906-07, 1920-21 

lancashire Cup 
1907-08

NEW ErA

BLUEPRINTTH
E

01



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We want more people 
equipped with the right skills 
and experience to access new 
employment opportunities in 

our county. 

 

We are inspiring a 
healthier future in 

Greater Manchester 
through sport and 
physical activity. 

 

We want more people 
involved in sport and 

physical activity across 
Greater Manchester and 
adopting participation to 
start well, live well and 

age well. 

We will ensure parents 
and carers are equipped 

to help families and 
young people become 

more active. 

www.greatersport.co.uk 
@greatersport 

Welcome to the Manchester Regional Arena, the new home of Manchester Rangers RlFc.
 
Welcome to the Manchester Regional Arena, the new home of Manchester Rangers RlFc.
on behalf of everyone at the club we’d like to thank everyone who has come to the stadium tonight to 
attend our first official game at the stadium and club launch, we’re sure you will agree it is a fantastic 
facility and one the club can be proud of.

A lot of hard work has gone on behind the scenes to turn tonight from a possibility into a reality, and 
we have to thank Eastland’s Trust and Manchester city council for recognising the potential our club and 
Rugby league has in this great city.

Tonight is brought to you by cdR landscapes ltd, our primary sponsor for the 2015 season and our first 
ever Match day sponsor. it goes without saying how grateful we are for carl and his team’s involvement 
with the club.

Thanks must also go to fellow sponsors, hilton Jones chartered Accountants, A&F Sprinklers, diamond 
projects Safety consultants, pdF Sports ltd, The Manchester college, lime Web Solutions, Scissors paper 
Stone, Stag Sports, Forrest, dave Taylor post Media productions, infinity Mats, Manchester Alive with 
Sport, y3K Sports, and ZaaZee, without whom, all of this would not have been possible.

This club has the community at its heart and we 
will continue our work throughout Manchester to 
ensure the growth of the club and Rugby league 
continues.

With that in mind it is great to establish a  
relationship with greaterSport as our charitable  
partner who are likewise committed to delivering  
new sporting opportunities to the   
Manchester community.

The squad has worked very hard over pre-season  
and it is now over to them to reap the rewards for   
their efforts, starting tonight against   
the West Bank Bears.

 
Enjoy the game, come on rangers!

Phil Fitton
Chairman

FroM 
tHE boArDrooM
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0161 920 3434 

WWW.THEMANCHESTERCOLLEGE.AC.UK 
/APPRENTICESHIPS

     @TMCAPPRENTICE

AMAZE 
YOURSELF

ARE YOU AGED 16 OR OVER?

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A JOB WITH 
TRAINING AND QUALIFICATIONS?

Over 200 Apprenticeship vacancies 
available for immediate start today

Regenerate    Refurbish    Respond    Renew

www.forrest.co.uk

THE builD uP
Rangers go into tonight’s game with a point to 
prove, buoyed by the club’s launch and first 
official game in the impressive, 6500 all seater, 
Manchester Regional Arena.

Steve Molloy has named a strong 20 man squad, 
despite having to make multiple changes as a 
result of injury.

Team captain, Andy Lewis, has returned to the 
squad and is eager to make an impact in the 
club’s new surroundings. He said: “I can’t wait for 
tonight’s game, it has been a long time coming 
and it’ll be great to play in such a high quality 
venue.

“Myself and the lads know what a great 
opportunity is in front of us and we have all been 
putting the effort in to fulfil the clubs potential.

“We know it won’t be an easy game, but there 
are no easy games. Team’s will come here and 
envy the facility, and they’ll come at us as a 
result. We have to be prepared for that and front 
up when it counts.”

Steven Moore misses out as a result of a 
dislocated shoulder and broken collarbone, Mark 
Hampson is unavailable due to concussion but 
Nick Holt is fit again to face the Bears.

It will be the visitors opening game of the league 
season and they will be keen to build on their 
cup success, running out 18-20 victors in a hard 
fought game with Widnes St Maries ‘A’ in early 
March.

Match official: Dave Bradshaw

Enjoy the game!
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MANCHESTER
ALIVE WITH SPORT
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VisitorsTH
E

Paul Farrell, West bank bears Chairman.

West Bank ‘A’ come into this game after an encouraging season opening 20-18 win over derby 
rivals Widnes St.Maries Vikings ‘A’ in the League Shield competition.
 
The following day the club’s first team took on professional opposition in the form of North Wales 
Crusaders in the third round of the Ladbrokes Challenge Cup. This being the first time West Bank 
have played against professional opposition.
 
Despite losing some players from last season’s successful squad there has been enough recruitment 
to hope that there is strength in depth for both teams to be competitive and be in a position to 
challenge for honours.
 
West Bank are very pleased to provide the opposition for the Rangers first official game in such 
impressive surroundings in what we hope will be a great advert for the game.

Alex Losh
Arron Davies
Bartek Kurek
Ben Hopwood
Ben Walker
Callum Cairns
Dave Murphy
Dylan Edge
Ellis Stokes
Ethan Lenerhan
Ian Swindley
Jak Howden
Jamie Benson
Kris O’Neill
Leon Hough

Mike Dean
Paul Curphey
Peter Clarke
Richard Arnold
Rob Shuttleworth
Ryan Dunne
Sam Walker
Shaun Blythin
Ste Curphey
Stephen Brey 

Head Coach:  
Richard Hughes

25 MAN  
sQuAD



THE SPORT AND EDUCATION  
SOLUTION SPECIALISTS

WWW.PDFSPORTS.CO.UK
PHILIP.FITTON@PDFSPORTS.CO.UK
07830 539 320
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THE RANGERS
1 2

6 7

3 4

8 9

5

10

Matt Valentine 

Sponsored by
CDR LANDSCAPES

George Edge 

Sponsored by
HILTON JONES

Tyrone Parsonage 

Sponsored by
A&F SPRINKLERS

David Gooch 

Sponsored by
DIAMOND SAFETY

Chris Bamber 

Sponsored by
PDF SPORTS

Kyle Buckley-Mayall

Sponsored by
GREATER SPORT

Jordan Green 

Sponsored by
THE MANCHESTER COLLEGE

Stuart Stones 

Sponsored by
LIME WEB SOLUTIONS

Allan Khonje 

Sponsored by
SCISSORS PAPER STONE

Dan Stroker 

Sponsored by
STAG SPORTS

Project Management

Funding & bid Writing

Event Management

brand Awareness & Marketing

Community & Club Development

sport & leisure Education

Project Commissioning
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TWENTY
11 12

16 17

13 14

18 19

15

20

Josh DolanJoe Moura Da LuzJoe Cleary

Joe Regan

Sponsored by
EASTLANDS TRUST

Brian Massey

Sponsored by
FORREST

Andy Lewis 
Sponsored by

DAVE TAYLOR POST 
MEDIA PRODUCTION

Nick Holt 

Sponsored by
INFINITY MATS

Douglas Saya  
Sponsored by

MANCHESTER ALIVE  
WITH SPORT

Scott Houston
Sponsored by
Y3K SPORT

Brandon Rouke 

Sponsored by
ZaaZee
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resolving your Health  
& safety problems

Diamond are specialists in managing 
health & safety on construction projects. 
For over ten years we’ve been taking 
on board the Principal Contractor role 
on projects that are notifiable under the 
Construction Management & Design 
Regulations; managing sites for some of 
biggest names in the retail and distribution 
business sectors.

www.diamondsaftey.co.uk

landline 0161 790 4802 
Mob 07973 716 339 
Email consultant@diamondsafety.co.uk

BLUEPRINT07

… are proud to sponsor Manchester Rangers
Hilton Jones have over 60 years’ experience in providing accountancy, taxation and 
business advice to an ever expanding client base throughout the UK. We focus on 
understanding, advising and managing our client’s financial affairs whilst working 
hard to provide a proactive service that minimises tax and maximises wealth. We 
understand that every client has uniquely different needs and tailor our services to 
those individual circumstances. 

Just how much value and financial benefit we can add may be broader than you 
think.

Call now for a free initial consultation  
on how we can minimize your tax liabilities  

and help your business grow.
Tel: 0161 684 2358

www.hiltonjones.co.uk



CoACHEs

CAPtAiNs
CORNER
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Since my cross city switch to the Rangers in December it’s 
been go, go, go at the club. From the off I knew there was something very special 

about the club and its personnel. Early training sessions were tough physically, very tough, 
but also fun and were exactly what the players needed. As the players and staff worked hard 

in training, off the field the board were working hard to secure a new state of the art facility 
to play our home games at.  This was massive news for the club and I’m sure in time will really give 

Rugby League in Manchester the push it so desperately needs.
 

On the field we played three tough friendly games with a win and two losses to teams in higher leagues.  
All the games were physical and a great learning experience for a team that contained so many new faces. 

Undoubtedly the win away at Cadishead with a squad at its barebones really shows what this club is about this year. 
 

Since then we had a narrow defeat in the League cup to local rivals Rochdale Cobras, which really could 
have gone either way. Unfortunately even though the team showed glimpses of brilliance it was our own errors 

and indiscipline that was our eventual downfall.
 

I think sooner rather than later we will put a complete performance together (hopefully tonight). This year is really important to the 
players, staff and anybody who wants to see rugby league in Manchester returned to its rightful place. I have no doubt that the club, 

the staff and its current players can bring some much needed success. 

To all the teams out there WE ARE HERE, WE MEAN BUSINESS and WE WANT TO WIN. Enjoy the game.

Andy lewis  
Rangers Captain

steve Molloy  
Rangers Head Coach

Firstly I want to thank everyone who is in attendance tonight for becoming part of the 
club’s history. I’d also like to welcome West Bank Bears, not only to the arena, but also 
to the league.
 
When you walk into this facility you are completely immersed in the potential this club 
has, and credit must go to the board and its partners in securing such an  
outstanding home for the Ranger’s.

The lads have been training hard for tonight’s game and if they can replicate  
that effort throughout the season I am sure we can go far.
 
There are no easy games in this division and West Bank will  
provide a stern test for us tonight, but I am confident the lads  
have what it takes to stand up to any team we face.
 
Tonight is only the start of what I hope will be a  
long and successful journey.
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rANGErs iN tHE 

CoMMuNity
Ranger’s coaches have been working closely 
with Network Rail & PDF Sports Ltd to deliver 
vital safety education to children across East 
Manchester, Tameside & Trafford as part of the  
Rail Life Tackling Track Safety Project.

The project was devised by PDF Sports as an 
effective and fun way of delivering the important 
safety messages to children across the country by 
incorporating them into a sporting environment. 

The project consists of an assembly which 
outlines the dangers of the railway and ways to 
ensure safety, followed by rugby league activity 
sessions focused on year 6 primary and year 
9 at secondary schools. Manchester Rangers 
Community Development Officer Matt Valentine 
believes the project has been a huge success, 
saying: 

It has been great incorporating the rail safety 
messages into our rugby league sessions. It has 
shown how sport can be used as a very useful tool 
for the education of young people, I am certain 
that the lessons learnt during the last six weeks will 
stay with the children throughout their lives.

“ “
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1) One of the oldest RL clubs play their home games at Mount Pleasant.   
  Who are they?

2) In which year did Widnes last lift the Challenge Cup?

3) In what year were Broughton Rangers formed?

4) Can you name the player? (pictured) 

5) Which former Great Britain international is the  
  current Manchester Rangers Head Coach?

triViAtACKlE tHE

Do you HAVE WHAt it tAKEs to tACKlE tHE triViA?

Answers: 1, Batley Bulldogs, 2, 1984 3, 1877 4, Dennis Betts 5, Steve Molloy

Rangers can gain immediate retribution for their early 
season cup defeat at the hands of Rochdale in the second 
competitive encounter between the sides of 2015.
 
The Cobras will be confident with home advantage and 
having made a positive start to the season, but they will 
have to be on their guard against a Rangers team which 
continues to grow in confidence. 

uP NEXt

sAturDAy 28tH MArCH  
FIRgRovE PLAyINg FIELDS 2:30PM  
NortH WEst MENs lEAGuE



www.cdrlandscapes.co.uk
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CDR Landscapes are proud to be the primary sponsor of  
Manchester Rangers RLFC for the 2015 Season.

With over 15 years experience in landscaping, we look after the green infrastructure 
of the UK. We’re a green service provider, offering a quality service in  

grounds maintenance, tree surgery and landscape construction.

CDR Landscapes specialise in all aspects of landscaping, commercial and domestic,  
both hard and soft landscaping, garden clearance and maintenance, fencing, paving 

and much more.

T: 07779 998 496
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lAst tiME 

out
Match official – Peter yarnall  
Attendance : 44
 

Manchester rangers 10 
Garswood stags 36
In a feisty affair the Rangers’ league campaign  
got off to a disappointing start.
 
The game got off to the worst possible start with  
Rangers’ Steven Moore leaving the field after two 
minutes with a broken collarbone and dislocated 
shoulder. This was followed by two more significant 
injuries to Nick Holt and Mark Hampson, leaving 
Rangers to see out the game with only one remaining 
interchange.
 
Garswood dominated the first half and built a 
considerable lead at half time, 24 points to nil.
 
The Rangers emerged a different side and lowered the 
deficit with Jubril Olajide scoring a superb try on the 
wing.
 
Garswood replied with a solo effort of their own 
 before the game became a physical war of attrition.
 
Olajide went over again for Manchester but the 
fightback came too late and the game ended 10-36.

V GArsWooD stAGs



BLUEPRINTTH
E

13

TH
E

SPEEDSTERS
gEoRgE EDgE
George is the youngest  
member of the Rangers  
squad for 2015. 

After spending his youth  
playing Rugby Union, Edge  
has found his feet playing  
League.  
 
2014 was a great year 
for the young speedster 
and the coaching staff are 
expecting more of the same this season.

MATT vALENTINE
Matt is a quick and agile 
full back who returns the 
ball extremely well and 
is excellent under a  
high ball. 

Running at a broken field 
Matt can instantly turn 
defence into a positive 
attack. 
 
Matt is also one of the
 clubs full time Development Officers.
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2015 SQUAD TH
E

back row (left to right)  
Kieron Curtis, Stephen Adamson, Joe Hesse, Matt Valentine, Chris Bamber, Mark Hampson,  

David Gooch, Kyle Buckley-Mayall, Tyrone Parsonage, Dan Stroker, Josh Dolan
 

Middle row (left to right)  
Stuart Stones, Joe Cleary, Scott Houston, Andy Lewis (Capt), Allan Khonje (V.Capt),  

Nick Holt (Club Capt), Joe Regan (Club Capt), John Souter, Bailey Brooks
 

Front row (left to right)
Steve Molloy (Head Coach), Mike Greensmith, Michael Heys-Burke, Brian Massey, George Edge,  

Jordan Green, Brandon Rourke, Douglas Saya, Connor Pridding, Philip Fitton (Chairman)



Player Name t C G

Allan Khonje

Andy Lewis (Captain)

Anthony Dellar

Brandon Rourke

Brian Massey

Chris Bamber

Dan Stroker

David Gooch

Douglas Saya

George Edge

Joe Cleary

Joe Moura Da Luz

Joe Regan

Jordan Green

Josh Dolan

Jubril Olajide

Kieron Curtis

Kyle Buckley-Mayall

Matt Valentine

Michael Heys-Burke

Nathan Baker

Nick Holt

Scott Houston

Stuart Stones

Tyrone Parsonage

MANCHEstEr rANGErs 
HEAD CoACH  

Steve Molloy

WEst bANK bEArs 
HEAD CoACH  
Richard Hughes

Web Solutions Ltd

Proud sponsors of  
Manchester Rangers RLFC

lWeb Design 
lE-Commerce 
lSEO 
lEmail Hosting  
lApp Design  
lApp Development 

0  925 244727
coady@limewebsolutions.net 
www.limewebsolutions.net

1

 
www.limewebsolutions.net

Player Name t C G

Alex Losh

Arron Davies

Bartek Kurek

Ben Hopwood

Ben Walker

Callum Cairns

Dave Murphy

Dylan Edge

Ellis Stokes

Ethan Lenerhan

Ian Swindley

Jak Howden

Jamie Benson

Kris O’Neill

Leon Hough

Mike Dean

Paul Curphey

Peter Clarke

Richard Arnold

Rob Shuttleworth

Ryan Dunne

Sam Walker

Shaun Blythin

Ste Curphey

Stephen Brey


